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WILDLIFE REHABILITATION

Trends in wildlife intake at a rehabilitation center in Central Alberta:
A retrospective analysis of birds, mammals, and herptiles, from 1990

through 2012

Dawn Doell, David A. Locky
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Great horned owl (Bubo virginianus).

Introduction

Clinical wildlife medicine, also known as wildlife rehabilitation, is a subfield of wildlife
management, an interdisciplinary field melding animal behavior, natural history, and
veterinary medicine."* Wildlife rehabilitation provides temporary care of diseased, injured,

on natural habitat. A unique form of wildlife management, wildlife rehabilitation acts

asan indicator for animal health in urban areas, providing quantitative data essential for

the evaluation of human-related effects on wildlife’ Anthropogenic causes of wildlife
stress, injury, and mortality are numerous: abandonment of captive individuals, chemical
exposure, domestic animal attacks, electrocution, entanglement in fishing line, deliberate
and accidental poisoning, poaching, shooting, submersion in oil, trapping, and collisions
with buildings, fences, power lines, vehicles, and windows.**

Few studies have assessed wildlife rehabilitation on a long-term scale, and those that
are available focus on the mortality of select animal groups, such as birds of prey”” Kelley

and Sleeman' assessed injury and death in red and gray foxes (Viulpes vulpes and Urocyon
cinereoargenteusm) from 1993 through 2001; the principle reasons for admission were
orphaning (33%) and trauma (27%). Wendell etal." identified causes of injury and death
0f 409 birds of prey representing 23 species. From 1995 through 1998, the main reasons
for admission were trauma (66%) and orphaning (15%). More recently, Molina-Lopez et
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