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Beware of “Predatory” Journals
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Don’t get CAUGHT!

Today’s Lesson

Flickr @studiocurve



The “PREDATORY” Publisher
A Brief History
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More Researchers…
More Journals…

More Problems…



$erial$ Cri$i$…

https://blogs.harvard.edu/pamphlet/2013/01/29/why-open-access-is-better-for-scholarly-societies/



Digital Crisis…

See also: https://www.libraryjournal.com/?detailStory=new-world-same-model-periodicals-price-survey-2017



https://www.theguardian.com/science/2012/apr/24/harvard-university-journal-publishers-prices

brocku.ca/brock-news/?p=31085

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-
labrador/ryerson-mun-journals-library-1.3362662

Access Crisis…



OPEN ACCESS
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http://www.elsevier.com/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/207832/openaccessbooklet.pdf

$500-

$5000

$1500-$3000

http://www.springer.com/gp/open-access

$3000 $395

http://www.plos.org/publications/publication-fees

Article Processing Charges

www.wileyopenaccess.com



Access Exploitation? 
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Look  Familiar?



*Many are doing the best they can

https://doi.org/10.1186/s12916-015-0469-2
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Questionable Publishers
Avoidance tips



Where is the journal indexed?

ASK Yourself…
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Question 1:



eajournals.org/journals/international-journal-
nursing-midwife-health-related-cases-ijnmh/



Where is the journal indexed?



ezproxy.macewan.ca/login?url=https://ulrichsweb.serialssolutions.com



ezproxy.macewan.ca/login?url=https://ulrichsweb.serialssolutions.com
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library.macewan.ca



Who is running the journal?

Question  2:
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journal.sapub.org/nursing
Example: Missing editorial board information



journal.sapub.org/nursing





ottawacitizen.com/technology/science/the-editor-is-late-fake-science-journals-hit-new-low



Is it up front about ?

Question  3:
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ijmcr.com/why-publish-with-us

“If the paper is accepted, 
the author is asked to pay 
the publication charges.”
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Does it publish regularly?

Question 4:
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http://medical.cloud-journals.com/index.php/IJANSP/issue/archive



Question  5:
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Are policies & procedures clear?
(e.g. copyright, digital preservation, peer review)









Is this somewhere you are 
proud to have your work?

Question  6:
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Resources
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Black List – No longer available
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White List





library.macewan.ca >> Services

library.macewan.ca
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Questions?
jody.nelson@macewan.ca 
& hallr27@macewan.ca 
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