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Session Objectives

● Discuss why OER adaptation/remixing/creation is a viable option in 
course resource design

● Describe the Key Steps to starting an OER project

● Identify sources of support within the MacEwan Community and 
beyond



What are OER? 

• Format goes beyond textbooks:

– Lesson plans

– Assessment tools

– Videos

– Software

– Tutorials/Full Courses

– Supplemental materials



Why OER? 



Why OER? 

● Timely access to materials
● Flexibility to customize curriculum, update content
● Create and share non-traditional or unique instructional materials
● Incorporate content not available in library collections/subscriptions
● Directly impact the cost of a course

Adapted from: Discover Open Education: Finding Open Education Resources 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Br_JVUhZXLQEtwQ_6LgqeTk5wzM3nXDjwzvntERtz7w/edit#slide=id.g109ff1c66c_0_142


Key Steps in Getting your OER 
Project off the Ground



1. Identify your instructional need
2. Find and review relevant materials
3. Remix/Adapt/Create

a. Licensing
b. Accessibility 

4. Publish/Share 



1. Identify your instructional need 

Consider: 

● Can an OER replace or supplement pre-existing course materials?
● What resources do I need for this project? 

○ Time
○ Existing instructional materials
○ Colleagues/Peers 



Using OER in your courses: A time-based 
approach 

Supplement 
Pick one topic within your 
course. Incorporate 
supplemental OER materials 
for that topic (e.g. videos, 
tutorials, quizzes, readings, 
simulations, study materials, 
etc.). 

Adopt*
Replace your textbook, readings, 
assignments and more with OER 
materials.

Adapt/Create* 
Use an OER Authoring Tool to 
adapt or create OERs for your 
course. Build assignments around 
creating or editing OERs. (e.g. 
have students edit/update/adapt 
parts of your OER as an 
assignment.)

*This could result in changes to course layout, assignments, assessments, 
activities.

Icons  by Ralf Schmitzer from the Noun 
Project

https://www.oercommons.org/authoring-overview#open-author-section
https://wordpress.viu.ca/enhancingpersonalizedlearning/2017/09/11/killing-the-disposable-assignment-by-david-wiley/


2. Find and Review materials 
You may not use the materials you find, but there may be inspiration! 



OERCOMMONS.ORG



MERLOT.ORG



OPEN TEXTBOOK LIBRARY



BC CAMPUS



Reviewing OER

Can use: 

● Rubrics
● Review Criteria

http://www.achieve.org/files/AchieveOERRubrics.pdf
https://www.bccampus.ca/files/2013/10/BC-Open-Textbooks-Review-Criteria_Oct2013.pdf


Activity

Working with a colleague: 

1. explore at least one of the following OER Repositories: 
a. BC Campus - https://open.bccampus.ca/find-open-textbooks/ 
b. Open Textbook Library - https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/ 
c. MERLOT - https://www.merlot.org 

2. Find and discuss a resource that you could possibly adapt/remix/adopt 
for your coursework

https://open.bccampus.ca/find-open-textbooks/
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/
https://www.merlot.org


3. Remix/Adapt/Create



COPYRIGHT FRIENDLY 
IMAGES 



Flickr: https://www.flickr.com 
* Limit search by license for creative commons photos 

Morguefile: https://morguefile.com 
* All photos are public domain -- with slight modifications

Pexels: https://www.pexels.com
* All photos are public domain

Pixabay: https://pixabay.com 
* All photos are public domain

https://www.flickr.com
https://morguefile.com
https://www.pexels.com
https://pixabay.com


OERCOMMONS.ORG





MERLOT.ORG 







OPEN LICENSING







This work is under a Creative 
Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 

(CC BY-NC) license.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


ACCESSIBILITY REVIEW



https://open.ubc.ca/teach/oer-accessibility-toolkit 

Organizing Content

☐ Organize content under 
sequential headings and 
subheadings

Images

☐ Add alternative Text (alt-text) 
descriptions to images that convey 
information.

☐ Add captions with contextual or 
supporting details.

Tables

☐ Include row and column headers.

☐ Include title or caption.

☐ Do not have merged or split cells.

☐ Use adequate cell padding.

Multimedia

☐ Include audio narration or 
instruction, and transcription. 

Font Size

☐ Font size is 12 point or higher for body 
text.

☐ Font size is 9 point for footnotes or endnotes.

https://open.ubc.ca/teach/oer-accessibility-toolkit


SHARE / PUBLISH



oercommons.org



merlot.org



pressbooks.com



SUPPORT



Questions About OER

Alison Foster, Instructional Design Librarian

fostera25@macewan.ca | 780-497-5251

Help Finding OER

Contact your Subject Librarian

Publishing & Repository Support

Robyn Hall, Scholarly Communications Librarian

hallr27@macewan.ca | 780-655-3478

Copyright & Licensing

Scott Day, Copyright Specialist

copyright@macewan.ca 

Questions About Accessible 
Technology
Services to Students with Disabilities
ssd@macewan.ca

Kim Peacock, Educational Developer
Kim.Peacock@macewan.ca 

SLIDES: roam.macewan.ca
OER Guide: libguides.macewan.ca/oer

https://library.macewan.ca/subject-librarians


libguides.macewan.ca/oer
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Grant Information 
Sessions
Room: 7-266A

*If unable to attend, please contact Ali 
Foster (fostera25@macewan.ca) prior 
to March 15th

● Wednesday, March 6th, 2-3pm

● Thursday, March 7th, 11-12pm

mailto:fostera25@macewan.ca


THANK YOU! 


