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Why is Risk Assessment 
Important? 
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Static 2002R (Phenix, Doren, Helmus, Hanson, & Thornton, 2008) 
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General Criminality 
 

-  Prior Involvement with CJS 
 

-  Prior Sentencing Occasions 
 

-  Community supervision 
violations 

 

-  Years free prior to index offence 
 

-  Prior violent offences 

BARR-2002R (Babchishin, Hanson, & Blais, 2013) 



SAMPLE 



Definitions  

Reoffending Definitions 

Imminence: How 
soon? 

Presence: Do they 
reoffend? 

Severity: How 
violently? 

Frequency: How 
often? 



Hypotheses 

    é 
	

BARR-2002R 
 

scores 

é Imminence	 é Frequency	

é Presence	 é Severity	



Statistics Primer 

Area Under the Curve (AUC) 

AUC = .84 [.79, .89] 

✓
AUC = .57 [.49, .63] 

 ✗



AUC = .82 [.77,.86] AUC = .78 [.72, .85] 

AUC = .84 [.79, .89] AUC = .81 [.74, .88] 

Results 

Confidence Interval: 95% 
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General  Violent  

Charges Convictions Charges Convictions 

Imminence   ✓   ✗   ✗   ✓

Frequency   ✓   ✓   ✗   ✓

Severity   ✗ ✗ 

(r = - .29)

Results 

(r = - .37)(r = - .17) (r = .07)



Hypotheses Supported? 

    

é Imminence	 é Frequency	

é Presence	 é Severity	
Yes

Mixed Mixed 

Mixed é 
	

BARR-2002R 
 

scores 



Implications 
 

•  Improve police decision-making 

•  Prioritize cases 

•  Courtroom applications 



Limitations 
 

•  Crime is underreported 
 

•  Sample size 

•  Ethical considerations 



Strengths and Future Research 
 

•  Unconvicted sample 

•  Expands definition of reoffending 

•  Field research 




