WILDFLOWERS OF THE NORTH SASKATCHEWAN RIVER VALLEY:

Making Natural Pigments for Painting using Rock Minerals

by Carolina Gonzalez, Studio Arts Program
Faculty of Fine Arts and Communications, MacEwan University

BACKGROUND METHODS RESULTS

* Investigate what types of pigments * Reproduce the procedure of
have traditionally been used for extracting pigments from the pa W
painting raw materials and processing \ o \
* Determine how these pigments were them 1nto paints —P =
processed 1nto paints * Use the paints to create an o |
P  Source raw materials to use in the artistic work * Finished paint pans
o creation of paints ready for use

Before modern mass- PROCESS

produced consumer paints
became available, painters
used to make their own
paints using natural

* Paints applied to

: L T——P) x canvas
pﬁgment& Tél.e purpose of 1. Gathering a variety of rocks from the 4. Mixing the natural ingredients
this research 1s to North Saskatchewan River valle |
| ! y to make the binder
investigate how natural W CONCLUSIONS
pigments were sourced W e
and used to produce NSy Making paints using locally
. . N ¢’ ; sourced rock minerals
paints, with the goal of . proved successful
: SR 2. Breaking the rocks into fragments 5. Blending the pigments into -
approaching pa.lntln.g e using a harimer - the binder isin pag lass muller *  The variety of local rock
more natural, historical, S 548 mineral pigments can be
and environmentally limited

* Increasing the search radius
for rock minerals could

., - L g provide greater color
3. Grinding the rock fragments 1nto 6. Transferring the paints variety, i.e., other regions of

powder using a mortar and pestle to pans to dry Alberta or other provinces

friendly form.




