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THE RATIONALE
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KNIGHT & PRENTKY’S RAPIST TYPOLOGY (1990)
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OPPORTUNISTIC
Unplanned, impulsive, and 
related to situational factors.

PERVASIVELY ANGRY
Undifferentiated anger 
motivates the offence.

Non-sadistic sexual fantasies 
motivate the sexual offence.
SEXUAL

Motivated by a central and 
exclusive anger towards 

women.
VINDICTIVE

SADISTIC
The offence is motivated by sadistic sexual fantasies.



METHODOLOGY
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Categorize 
Cases

Inter-rater 
Reliability Analysis



THE RESULTS
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DEMOGRAPHICS

Sample Size Age Ethnicity
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28 years
Age of the victim

35 years

Age of the offender
Opportunistic

Pervasively 
Angry

Sexual

Vindictive

Black

Asian

Caucasian

Hispanic

Indigenous
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HISTORY OF ANTISOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
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Criminal History Juvenile Delinquency Prior Violent Offences Prior Sexual Offences

- Opportunistic

- Pervasively Angry

- Sexual

- Vindictive
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NO NON-SEXUAL 
VIOLENCE

NON-SEXUAL 
VIOLENCE

NOT HOSTILE

HOSTILE

Sexual

Pervasively 
Angry

Opportunistic

Vindictive

ANTISOCIAL TEMPERAMENT



ANTISOCIAL COGNITIONS

▰ Claims it was 
consensual

9

▰ Makes excuses for 
the offence

▰
Attitudes that 

support or condone 
sexual violence



SUBSTANCE ABUSE & MARITAL STRESS
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PERVASIVELY ANGRY

OPPORTUNISTIC

VINDICTIVE

SEXUAL

Problems 
with intimate 
relationships

Substance 
abuse

Prior 
substance-

related 
offences



EMPLOYMENT & EDUCATION

Opportunistic Pervasively 
Angry Sexual Vindictive

Legally 
employed 42.3% 44.2% 76.4% 76.5%
Problems 

with 
employment

58.6% 63% 23.1% 11.1%

Completed 
high school 0% 20% 55.2% 66.7%
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THE IMPLICATIONS
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