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Session	Outcomes

• Describe Open	Educational	Resources
• Discuss	why	instructors	may	wish	to	incorporate	OER	into	their	
teaching

• Identify	sources	of	relevant,	peer-reviewed	OER	for	instructor	
use



WHAT	ARE	OER?	



What	are	OER?	

• One	of	many	initiatives	in	Open	Education
– Open	Access:	free,	immediate	online	availability	of	research	articles
– Open	Data:	data	that	can	be	freely	used,	re-used,	and	redistributed	
by	anyone.

– OER:	teaching,	learning,	and	research	materials	that	are	made	freely	
available	that	you	may	use	and	re-use	at	little	or	no	cost.	



What	are	OER?	

• Format	goes	beyond	textbooks:
– Lesson	plans
– Assessment	tools
– Videos
– Software
– Tutorials/Full	Courses
– Supplemental	materials



What	makes	OER	“Open”?
• Shared	under	an	open	license	OR;
• In	the	Public	Domain.	

• Depending	on	the	licensing,	OER	can	be:	
– Retained
– Reused
– Revised
– Remixed
– Redistributed



Creative	Commons	Licensing

Adapted	from	Creative	Commons



WHY	USE	OER?	



Why	use	OER?	

• Increase	timely	access	to	materials
– Issues	ordering	in/purchasing	textbook
– Accessibility	e.g.	screen	reader	compliant	formats

• Flexibility	to	customize	curriculum,	update	content
• Not	bound	to	a	specific	textbook/publisher
• Universal	Design	for	Learning	(UDL)

Adapted	from:	Discover	Open	Education:	Finding	Open	Education	Resources	



Why	use	OER?	

• Study	on	impact	of	textbook	
costs:	
– 67%	did	not	purchase	required	text
– 48%	occasionally-frequently	took	
fewer	courses

– 26%	dropped	a	course
– 21%	withdrew	from	a	course

Credit:	SAMU	Facebook	Page

(Florida	Virtual	Campus)



How	are	Faculty	using	OER?	

• Ideas	and	inspiration
• Supplement	existing	coursework
• Suggested	optional	study	material
• E-learning	materials	for	distance	learners
• To	stay	current	in	a	given	topic	

(Jhangiani et	al.,	2016)	



WHERE	CAN	I	FIND	OER?	



Where	can	I find	OER?	

Lumen	Learning
Connexions
MIT	OpenCourseWare
The	Saylor	Foundation
Open	Course	Library

BC	Open	Textbooks
Alberta	OER
OpenStax	College
Orange	Grove	Text
College	Open	Textbooks
Global	Text	Project
Open	SUNY	Textbooks
Open	Textbook	Library
Boundless

MERLOT	II
Creative	Commons	Search
OER	Commons
Shareable	Online	Learning	
Resources	(SOL*R)

Open	Textbooks Open	CoursesGeneral	OER	

Adapted	from:	Discover	Open	Education:	Finding	Open	Education	Resources	



BC	Open	Campus	



Openstax



Learn	more

• Macewan Library	Website	– OER	in	the	Classroom
• May	11,	2017	– Open	Education	Summit,	University	of	Alberta
• New	Book:	
– Jhangiani R.	&	Biswas-Diener R.	(2017). Open:	The	Philosophy	and	
Practices	that	are	Revolutionizing	Education	and	Science.	London:	
Ubiquity	Press.	DOI:https://doi.org/10.5334/bbc

• Contact	Ali	Foster	(fostera25@macewan.ca) or	your	subject	
librarian	



Thank	you!	
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