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What is a Living Systematic
Review?

Rigorous and robust knowledge
synthesis method for synthesizing all
relevant research and scholarly
literature on a particular subject
regularly

Current study
Goal: To synthesize evidence and
establish an understanding of
current social care strategies in
geriatric residential care facilities

(The Cochrane Collaboration, n.d.)



Stream 1 (Sep 2021 - Dec 2021)
Stream 2 (Jan 2022 - Jun 2022)

Preparation Phase (Jul 2021 - Aug 2021)
Data Collection Phase (Sep 2021 - Jun
2022)

Data Analysis Phase (Jan 2022 - Dec
2022)
Knowledge Mobilization Phase (Jan 2023
- May 2023)

RESEARCH TIMELINE STATUS REPORT (PRISMA MAP)
Identification of studies via databases and registers
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Records identified from*:
Databases (n = 86,103)

Records removed before
screening:
   Duplicate records removed  
   (n = 30,110)
   Records removed for other 
   reasons (n = 53,597)

Records screened
   (n = 2,396)




Records excluded**
   (n = )

Reports sought for retrieval
   (n = )

Reports not retrieved
   (n = )

Reports assessed for
eligibility
   (n = )

Reports excluded:
   Reason 1 (n = )
   Reason 2 (n = )
   Reason 3 (n = )
   etc.

Studies included in review
(n = )
Reports of included studies
(n = )

Page et al. (2021)



Challenges with data collection as
well as exporting and importing
data

Zotero

Challenges lead to opportunities
to organize, problem-solve and
provide experience into what
research is really like

Theme 1: The Research Process is Long, Rigorous,
and Time-Consuming



Theme 2: In a Team, We are Better
Together

In a collaborative research
process, communication and
teamwork are essential between
team members 

Weekly working sessions with
goal setting and open
communication were especially
helpful



Theme 3: We Have Developed and Grown
as Researchers

As prospective graduate social work
students, the opportunity to assist
with research has opened our eyes to
the how social work research Is
conducted 

We have developed and gained skills
in data mining; citation management
software (e.g., Zotero, Rayyan); data
management, etc. 



Communication

Teamwork

Time management

Patience

Willingness to learn

For Prospective Research AssistantsFor Prospective Research Assistants



Research is a long, rigorous, time-
consuming process
Teamwork is essential
Research assistants' role in research is
critical
Working on research allows for
professional growth

ConclusionConclusion



Thank you forThank you for
youryour

attendance!attendance!

Any questions?
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