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Heroic Love of Socrates
Slide 1: The Heroic Love of Socrates    
· Plato’s Allusions to the mythic heroes Achilles, Theseus and Heracles help distinguish Socrates’ unique heroism as a philosophical lover.
· Mythical heroes obey divine commands, risk themselves courageously and face death. However, Socrates’ heroism arises out of love; he saves souls and calmly faces death through caring for virtue, and this passionate love is central to philosophy itself. 
· Since he is ignorant of ultimate proofs, Socrates remains a lover who desires and seeks virtue yet does not possess or presume such truths—for him, such proof is godly; thus, Socrates obeys a divine calling to help others seek virtue and truth out of love and care for the soul. 
Slide 2: The Oracular Origins of Socrates’ Labour    
· The passionate philosophizing Socrates undertakes springs from divine origins. The oracle of Apollo at Delphi once divined that “. . . no one was wiser [than Socrates].” (26 21-b).
· The oracle’s meaning was unclear, and Socrates knew he lacked ultimate or godly wisdom. However, this leads Socrates to pursue philosophy as care for everyone’s soul in helping them realize they lack ultimate proof and are ignorant of wisdom, virtue, and truth. 
· Mythic heroes help delineate Socrates’ role as a lover of truth and virtue: he “journeys” and labours not in battle but by helping everyone realize that they possess merely human wisdom and ought to seek virtue by realizing they should live an examined life.
· Socrates’ love was intensified by the Delphic oracle of Apollo, which leads him to help others realize they lack such godly wisdom by helping them love virtue and care for their souls. Socrates, like all people, lacks proof, yet this distinguishes him as a passionate philosopher.
Slide 3: Achilles’ Death & Socrates’ Love of Soul    
· Greek mythic heroes often have a divine or godly lineage and, like Socrates, obey divine callings.
· In defending his philosophizing, Socrates explains that his passionate care in helping everyone realize they lack any godly wisdom is done out of his loving commitment to a divine calling. In this pursuit, Socrates’ ignorance affords him calmness even though, during his trial, he risks death. 
· Socrates compares himself to Achilles in this respect: Achilles did not fear death when battling in Troy; he obeyed his divine mother’s command and met death courageously by standing his post. 
· Socrates’ heroic labour and post are his philosophical pursuit of virtue. But what makes Socrates unique is that he obeys a divine command by passionately loving the soul and helping others seek truth through his care for their souls. 
· Since Socrates remains ignorant of ultimate wisdom and proofs of death or the underworld, this allows him to pursue truth continually and attain calmness in facing the risk of death. Socrates does not assume death’s badness. By not presuming to possess a mere-human ultimate truth about death or assigning value to merely the body, his passionate search for truth allows him calmness. It is his humility and ignorance that both inspire his love and allow for his calmness. 
· Socrates’ concern is for virtue; his sense of harm is not bodily; he values moral well-being and does not presume death as bad physically. 
Slide 4: A Daemonic Interlude    
· An aspect that makes Socrates’ passionate philosophizing stand out from the heroes is that his inner spirit, the daemon, also guides his love and care for virtue. The daemon acts as the conscience and warns Socrates before he might act unjustly. It is also a spirit that, as a child of the gods, is between mortal and immortal. Interestingly, since Socrates associates ultimate wisdom with the god and Apollo, this leaves him amid ignorance and ultimate wisdom when it comes to his loving care for the soul and pursuit of truth. 
· However, Socrates’ ignorance again bolsters his passionate search; he can remain calm as he serves both Apollo and his inner spiritual daemon in caring for others’ moral well-being and helping them realize they, too, should passionately seek the truth. 
· In this way, Socrates’ daemon helps him face his own death calmly. The daemon guides his love as he helps overcome their fear of mortality by exemplifying a philosophical passion that accepts ignorance yet remains calm.
Slide 5: Socrates & Theseus Versus the Minotaur    
· In the Phaedo, before Socrates dies, he calmly discusses arguments for the soul’s immortality with his worried friends.
· When proofs for immortality seem uncertain—Socrates’ friends begin to fall into despair and fear for themselves and Socrates.
· Another key mythical hero bears an important comparison for distinguishing Socrates’ role as a heroic lover: Theseus is another hero with a divine lineage who defeats a Minotaur that devoured its sacrificial victims in a labyrinth—Theseus rescues these people and navigates the maze successfully.
· The comparison to Theseus is apt as it helps speak to Socrates’ uniqueness: As a philosophical lover of the soul, Socrates is up against two metaphorical horns of the proverbial Minotaur: his friend’s fear of death and mortality and their despair of seeking truth or philosophizing—at this point, the proofs given for the soul’s immortality are uncertain.
· Socrates’ love in this crucial moment differentiates him as a hero. As a lover whom himself lacks truth, Socrates helps his friends and rescues their souls by easing their fear and encouraging them to continue to love the truth by philosophizing—they are helped along to passionately seek wisdom without proof—just like Socrates has in his care for virtue and the soul. 
Slide 6: Philosophy: Love of Soul & Body   
· Socrates helps his friends not by offering proof but by lovingly easing their emotions and giving them hope not to give up the philosophic search for truth and virtue—which has been his passionate care and divinely bid service. 
· Socrates saves more than people—he saves his friend’s souls. 
· Phaedo, a friend, explains as he recalls this moment on Socrates’ last day before dying that Socrates physically soothed him at this moment. Seeing his friend’s distress, Socrates began playing with his hair. Socrates’ love involves care for the body and soul, as well as the emotional well-being of his friends—this is expressed with compassion and love (unlike mythic heroes). 
· Socrates always pursued philosophy with a lack of ultimate proofs—he helps instill hope in his friends by reminding them that the passionate search for truth and care for virtue does not rely on mere proofs or arguments—philosophy is a passionate and loving search for truth. 
· [bookmark: _Int_NHk0905i]Socrates conquers the Minotaur and death in this sense through his love. He is not worried about his physical mortality, but rather he endeavours to help his friends overcome their fears through love. 
Slide 7: Heracles, Hydra’s & Hope   
· To help instill passion and hope into his fearful friends, Socrates tells Phaedo that he will join up against the argumentative proofs and keep seeking truth despite uncertainty. 
· This is when Heracles is drawn in comparison—with Socrates playing the role of Iolaus, his friend’s companion, as the conversation about immortality continues and as they push past despair. 
· Heracles’ companion Iolaus helped him conquer death by defeating a many-headed mythic monster called the Hydra. In comparison with Socrates, the meaning is metaphorical: the many-headed beast is the proof that has gone back and forth over the soul’s immortality. Socrates is the companion since he will soon die—but he helps his friends overcome despair and continue philosophizing by seeking truth and not relying on proof. 
· Socrates is fearless like a mythic hero, but he does so via ignorance, love, and instilling hope. While not a physical battle, Socrates helps his friend’s overcome fears and uncertain proofs—since, for Socrates, philosophy involves the passionate search for truth despite ignorance—and by accepting this, one can have hope in facing death, despair, or fear of death.
Slide 8: Socrates’ Love of the Godly, Apollo-like Truth  
· Through comparison with heroes, we see how Socrates stands out as a lover who cares for the souls of his friends against the heroic odds of despair, grief, fear and even misanthropy or hate of humans. 
· Philosophy for Socrates is a passionate care for the soul and truth that, out of lack of ultimate wisdom, seeks to live and embody this search in living. 
· Socrates saves and cares for more than bodies—but he saves his friends’ souls and emotional well-being; his loving care for wisdom calms him, and he calms others by giving them hope for living a life that passionately seeks virtue and wisdom. 
· Mythic heroes often follow divine commands or have godly parents. Socrates stands out since his divine calling is to philosophize—to help others love truth via care for their souls. 
· Since Socrates never presumed to have ultimate truths—the passion of his life as a lover of truth is what he lived and stood for. 
· This final quote speaks to his hope and love for his companions and helps further ease their grief and fear by helping them see the truth as something worth living for by seeking virtue and continuing a passion for truth. 
· Socrates obeyed the oracular declaration of Delphi of the god of wisdom Apollo—he never doubted the philosophic search but rather took up this search for wisdom as a lover. 
· Socrates calmness in how he faces death and eases his friend’s fears arises out of love. Mere human wisdom is a presumption to Socrates, and he associated true, ultimate wisdom with the godly like Apollo. 
Slide 9: This Daemonic Man  
· Earlier, I mentioned that, apart from mythic heroes, Socrates’ strangeness and uniqueness are his spiritual daemon. 
· [bookmark: _Int_3OiqRu0e]The Symposium dialogue helps distinguish Socrates as a lover of philosophic discourse: like a Silenus, he is physically unattractive, yet he draws in others by speaking of virtue; he has divine qualities within an unassuming exterior. Like a satyr, Socrates again is not physically beautiful, but his speeches and passion for discoursing about truth, caring for the soul and seeking virtue is like the mythic Marsyas whose songs caught Apollo’s attention—yet Socrates only uses words. 
· Socrates is described as daemonic and strange—and this plays a role in again making him utterly unique compared to mythic heroes. Socrates’ philosophizing arises out of passion and love, in ignorance, and through his devotion to divine callings.
