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Thesis
Blaming individuals for climate 
change  holds power structures 

unchallenged and the emergency 
hurtling onward.





What Can The Lil’ Guy Do?



What is global 
warming?

How is it real if it’s still 
snowing?!?



1. We emit 
greenhouse 
gasses.

2. We emit 
greenhouse 
gasses.

2. Gasses trap 
the sun’s 
heat. 3. Temperature 

rises.

The Greenhouse Effect



“The idea that we’re all responsible for climate 
change because of our individual decisions is a 
profoundly unsociological understanding of 
how behavior is formed through cultural influences, 
behavioral influences, and economic factors.” 
- Robert Brulle



The Hypocrite’s 
Trap



2.3 
billion tonnes

2020 world carbon 
dioxide emissions 

only dropped 6.4%=
of global emissions



What role do 
corporations play? 



Top 90 Fossil Fuel Companies

50%
Temperature Increase

33%
Sea Level Rise



are responsible for 33% of 
carbon emissions globally. 

20 fossil fuel companies

That’s 480 billion tons of 
carbon since 1965.



are responsible 
for 10% of global 
carbon emissions 
over the past 50 
years.

Chevron, 
Exxon, 
British 

Petroleum, 
and Shell



Corporations & 
Rhetoric



Crafting a green image 
over acting on 
environmentally 
responsible business 
practices 
(Edwards, 2023). 

Greenwashing 



Meanwhile, at BP…

The individualized carbon footprint - a 2005 BP 
advertising campaign. 







“I smell self-blame. 

Delicious self-blame…”

Predatory Delay







But without societal 
change, fighting the 
climate crisis on an 
individual level is an 
exercise in futility. 

One for all, and 
all for one

In Conclusion…
One is the 
loneliest 
number

Individual choices 
matter.
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