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What is Pressbooks?  
 

Pressbooks is online software that enables authors and publishers to design and format 

any kind of book, including: 

• PDF: for print or print on demand 

• EPUB: for Apple iBooks, Nook, Kobo, Kindle and most other ebook platforms 

• Webbook: private or public 

Pressbooks is used by independent authors, small and medium-sized publishers, and 

educational institutions worldwide. All book formats are produced using templates that 

are optimized to look great in a wide variety of shapes and sizes. File exports produced 

with Pressbooks can be exported and downloaded from Pressbooks and distributed or 

shared however you like. 

What is a Webbook? 
 

Pressbooks webbooks are website versions of a book that are hosted on Pressbooks and 

can be distributed for free to the public. Many use Pressbooks webbooks to produce 

and distribute open educational resources (OER). Unlike a PDF or an ebook, a webbook 

is a live version of your book that doesn’t need to be exported or downloaded.  

What is a Common Cartridge File (.imscc)? 
 

Common Cartridge is a standard developed by IMS Global to define interoperable 

packages for use in Learning Management Systems (LMS) such as Moodle, Canvas, 

D2L, and Blackboard Learn. The Common Cartridge with Web Links export produced by 

Pressbooks can quickly import each chapter of a public book into a course in your LMS 

as an embedded external link. It also allows flexibility for adapting the textbook 

chapters and other resources for faculty who wish to utilize your textbook in their LMS 

course. 

Limitations of a Common Cartridge File 
 

While you do have some flexibility to rearrange chapters or sections of the book within 

LMS as described above, you cannot edit the contents of the book. Making such edits 

as changing the text or adding, changing, or removing specific images is impossible 

because the common cartridge does not make a copy of the book within LMS. 
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Also, the availability of course cartridges varies by book. Not all books on the Pressbooks 

platform are available as common cartridges. Of course, you can make a request to 

the publisher of the book to make the common cartridge available in the export 

option. 

Finding and Downloading a Common Cartridge File 
 

If a book in the Pressbooks Directory or your institution's openbook catalogue, such as 

Saskatchewan Open Education Resources (OER) platform, is available as a common 

cartridge, you will find the download link for the file under the book cover image 

displayed on the book’s home page. For example, here is the home page of Universal 

Design for Learning: One Small Step by Gwenna Moss Centre for Teaching and Learning 

(GMCTL). 

 

 

Notice that the last item in the Download this book menu under the book cover image 

is Common Cartridge (Web Links). Do not use Common Cartridge (LTI Links) as it requires 

support from your IT department. Click this selection and save the file to your own 

computer. The file will have an extension of .imscc, which will be designated as an IMS 

Common Cartridge file. 

https://pressbooks.directory/
https://www.saskoer.ca/
https://www.saskoer.ca/universaldesignforlearning/
https://www.saskoer.ca/universaldesignforlearning/
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Importing an OER Book into Canvas 
 

Steps: 

1. Log into your institution’s Canvas. 

2. Find the required course in your Canvas “Courses” area. It is advisable to create 

a "Sandbox" or “Workshop” course when attempting this instruction for the first 

time. Once you are comfortable with the process, you can safely import it into 

your scheduled course. 

3. Select the “Settings “under the course menu. 

 

4. Click on “Import Course Content” on the right side of your window below Course 

Status. 
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5. Select “Common Cartridge 1.x Package” from the Content Type drop-down 

menu. 
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6. Use “Choose a file” or “Drag and Drop”(2) to upload the .imscc file you have 

saved on your computer, click on “Select Specific Content”(3), and click “Add to 

Import Queue”(4). 

 

7. Click “Select Content” under Content Imports. 

 

 

8. Select “Content for Import” (1), and click on “Select Content” (2) 
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9. Check the status as “Completed” and then click on Modules on the course 

menu. 

 

10. In Canvas course Modules, you are able to rename, move the chapters of the 

book and publish them for learners. 
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Adding H5P Interactivity 
 

Some books include H5P activities to enhance the learning curve for students. Those are 

available through the book chapters, but if you plan to add them as a graded item to 

your course, you must follow these steps. Please note that some H5P activities, such as 

Image Hotspots and Virtual Tours, can not be graded depending on their nature.  

 

Find and Download H5P Activities 
 

In the Pressbooks Catalogue, locate the book by searching. Click on “# H5P Activities”. 

 

Click on “Expand All”. 
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Click on “Reuse” under each activity and click on “Download”. A .h5p file will be saved 

on your computer. 
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Using Lumi to Convert H5P to SCORM 
 

Users can now use Lumi to convert the native .h5p file or .h5p zip file produced in the 

previous step into SCORM. 

Please visit https://lumi.education/en/ to download the Lumi Desktop Editor. 

 

 

Open the Lumi application and choose the H5P Editor. 

 

https://lumi.education/en/
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Next, click on "Open Existing," browse to the h5p file, and select it to open. 

 

At this point, the H5P content should be visible in the application window. Click the File 

menu in the top left corner and select Export. 
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In the options modal that appears, select SCORM and then click on Export. This will 

create a .zip file in your downloads folder. 

 

 

Uploading SCORM Files into Canvas 
 

After creating the .zip file, follow the instructions in the "Using SCORM in Canvas" guide 

to add this content to your course as either a graded or non-graded activity. 

Please note that not all H5P activities are gradable due to the limitations of their nature. 

Your Feedback 
 

If you have used this guide for integrating Pressbooks (OER) into Canvas, please take a 

moment to complete our short feedback survey: 

https://forms.office.com/r/vgWSe5zR4n 

  

https://support.eclass.ualberta.ca/Knowledgebase/Article/View/577/55/using-scorm-in-canvas
https://forms.office.com/r/vgWSe5zR4n
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